Living for the Advance of the Gospel
Jerry Cisar—December 16, 2007

Text: Philippians 1:27-2:18

Intro: What is our calling as a church? What is our goal?

A. What was the one thing Paul lived for?

o Philippians 1:12-26 Paul's entire life was focused around the advance of the Gospel.

B. So what is Paul's desire for the churches?

The evidence that the church is contending as one man for the faith of the gospel is that we are
living in a manner consistent with the Gospel.

o Philippians 3:17

What is the unifying intent of this one man?

How is this one mind to think?

How do we live lives that conform us to this one goal?
1. 2:3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
2. 2:14 Do everything without complaining or arguing.
C. What is our vision for 2008?

That we would have our thinking conformed to the humility of Christ; that each of us would do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit; that all of us would do everything without
complain-ing or arguing, so that together we are contending as one man for the faith of the
Gospel.



I. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.

A. Selfish-ambiton and vain conceit are death to unity.

Matthew Henry: There is no greater enemy to Christian love than pride and passion.... Christ
came to slay all enmities; therefore let there not be among Christians a spirit of opposition.
Christ came to humble us, and therefore let there not be among us a spirit of pride.

Calvin says this strife is awakened when every one is prepared to maintain pertinaciously his
own opinion.

Self-serving and glory-seeking must die in the realization that what we are part of is more
important than the part we play.

o James 3:13-18

B. What are self-serving and glory-seeking to be replaced with?

This isn't about doing nothing, and then seeing yourself accurately; it is about living a life worthy
of the Gospel, and thinking and acting as if you did nothing.

o Alow mind is a high mind—Christ's mind.

C. When my attitude is the same as that of Christ (humility), | will do nothing out of self-
serving or glory-seeking, and do everything without complaining or arguing, and
when we do this together, we will be contending as one man to for the faith of the
Gospel.

o complaining: expressing one's discontent; an expression of dissatisfaction about something or
speculation about someone.



Imitating Christ is about emptying ourselves; Complaining reveals that we don't believe this.

The problem is that we value our own opinion so much, that we think it necessary to express it.

o arguing: the reasoning of those who think themselves to be wise

I1l. Why should we live this way?

A. Because we are called to follow Christ.

B. Because the effect is glorious.

o Psalm 133:1-3

Drawing Lines
Making the connection between what we “know” about the Gospel
and how we think and live.

» In Philippians 1:27, what was the one evidence Paul desired to see so he would know that
they were contending as one man for the faith of the Gospel?

» Paul lived for the advance of the Gospel, and called us to do the same. Yet Paul was called to
to such a different task than we are. In what way should all of us imitate Paul that
demonstrates that we too are living for the advance of the Gospel?

» Why do you think Paul puts such emphasis on the role of self-living and complaining as it
relates to living in a manner worthy of the Gospel?

» What ways does self-serving or glory-seeking try to creep into your life and thinking? How
does this affect your relationships in the church?

» What are some of the subtle ways we express discontent?

» Do you think you can go a week without complaining? A day? Is there someone you can ask
to help you identify areas in which you express complaining?

» Does the vision of Psalm 133 lift you to pursue change, or does it seem so far out of reach
that you are unaffected?
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