Galatians: Paul's Gospel Defense (Part 7)
Jerry Cisar—January 20, 2008

Text: Galatians 4:12 - 5:1

Introduction: Paul was no professional...

m 1.6
m 111
m 31
m 41
m 412

A. Why such emotion?

B. What went wrong in Galatia?

m vs. 15 They have lost the joy they once had in Christ.

NASB: “Where then is that sense of blessing you had?”

C. How did the Galatians respond to disillusionment?

i. Blame others:

m 4:15-16

ii. That opened the Galatians up for deception.
m 4:17



Paul sets out to re-direct them back to the Gospel with...
l. A Story (4:21-24a

A. Stories writes scripts that you live from.

Biblical scripts were true accounts of God working in space / time history, in order to
communicate truth about Himself.

B. The story is from Genesis 16 & 21

Paul adjusts their perspective with...

Il. A Mystery (24b-26)

Covenant A Covenant B (New)
Mt. Sinai (Moses...Law) [Mt. Zion]
Hagar the slave bears slave children [Sarah bears children of promise]
Corresponds to earthly Jerusalem Heavenly Jerusalem

Paul now offers proof with...

lll. A Promise (vs. 27-28)

A. Paul quotes Isaiah 54:1 (vs. 27)

Who is the promise to?

B. The promise proves it.

i. Now you Gentiles are like Isaac...

ii. Paulis interpreting scripture with scripture.



Paul wants to help them stay in the Gospel with...

IV. A Response (4:29—5:1

C. “At that time... It is the same now.”

D. What is the solution?

o Not being under law and rejecting the instruction of the law are not the same
thing.

o Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of
slavery.

Drawing Lines
Making the connection between what we “know” about the Gospel
and how we think and live.

» What evidence is there in Galatians that Paul was emotionally involved in his care for the
church? What reasons can we see for Paul's emotions in this concern?

» The Galatians had lost that sense of joy, or being blessed. This usually happens when we
start seeing things in the wrong light. Do you tend to find yourself walking in the joy that
comes from deserving nothing, and seeing everything as a gift; or as being slighted in most
situations, and everything falling short?

» How does the Gospel help us live with a sense of blessedness?

» Disillusionment usually comes when we have misplaced hope. What is the hope of the Gospel
which we are given when we believe?

» Why is it important to allow scripture to write the scripts that form our thinking? How can we
help children with this?

» Was Paul being careless in his scripture interpretation? How is this section a school in rightly
dividing scripture?
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