
D. Peter did not make the Good Confession. 

 i. 1 Timothy 6:12-13

 ii. The fight of faith is fought in that place where we must 
make the good confession, in the place where tempta-
tion to deny Christ seems all powerful, in the place 
where darkness reigns.  

 iii. 2 Timothy 4:7-8

E. Peter did not make the good confession this time because 
he was self-confident and not God-reliant in prayer, and 
because he was not willing to make the good association 
when it cost him. 

LIVE THE STORY
We must not only love the Gospel Story, we must begin to live the

Gospel Story, indeed, to have the Central Character live in us.

 Peter assumed he was “ready to go with [Jesus] to prison and 
to death.” But he was not. What did his assuming readiness 
lead to? How might the Gospel fit our feet with readiness (Eph.
6:15) to follow Jesus in times “when darkness reigns”? 

 To be associated with Jesus is to be associated with His 
disciples in a public way. How are we to be associated with 
Jesus' disciples in a public way? 

 Do you ever find yourself following Jesus at a distance? 
Explain what this temptation might look like for you? According
to this text, how should you overcome it? 

 In Luke 22, how do we see Jesus' willingness to be numbered 
with us, but Peter's unwillingness to be numbered with Jesus? 
What do you think changed for Peter in the book of Acts? 

 When darkness reigns we must confess Christ knowing that 
one day He will look us in the eyes. How might our responses 
in the fight of faith now effect our attitude toward the Lord's 
return? (See 2 Timothy 4:7-8.)

 How does Jesus' making the good confession that day (before
Pilate/Herod) provide us with mercy when we fail to? 
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 Introduction: The Tactics of the Enemy

 A. Satan's desire to sift.  

 i. Satan is lying in ambush for disciples. 

 ii. Jesus is aware of Satan’s plans and even how the 
disciples will respond. 

 B. Peter reveals our tendency toward self-confidence in faith. 

 i. Temptation is a test of the genuineness of our faith. 

 ii. In our text we see the anatomy of temptation. 

 I. Where the Fight of Faith is Fought  (22:39-46)  

 A. “Pray lest you enter into temptation.”  

 i. We all experience the pull of temptation's tide in one 
fashion or another, but we don't all have to get swept 
out to sea along with the tide. 

 ii. This scene illustrates Jesus instruction in 11:4.

 B. “Jesus knelt down and prayed...” 

 i. Kneeling speaks to both Jesus' submissiveness in 
prayer and to the intensity and urgency of the prayer. 



 ii. An angel from heaven appeared to him and 
strengthened him. (43)

 a) Luke 4:9-12

 b) Angels don't come in response to our heroic acts of
faith, but in response to submissive cries in prayer. 

 C. Jesus modeled how to resist the devil. 

 i. Submission begins before God in prayer. (James 4:7-10)

 ii. Jesus rises from prayer (45), but not the disciples (46). 

 II. When the Fight of Faith Rages Fiercely (22:47-53)

 A. Tests often come when least expected and can reveal our 
misconceptions of what following Jesus will mean. 

 B. Jesus ministry is about healing and restoration—even for 
His enemies. 

 i. Jesus is not leading a rebellion. (vs. 52). He is leading 
a submission—to God and His reign! 

 ii. Sometimes submitting to the Father's will means 
suffering. 

 C. “This is your hour—when darkness reigns.” 

 i. Darkness reigns when injustices reign. 

 ii. Darkness can reign through prosperity as well as 
through difficulty. ...through the desires of our hearts.

 1 Timothy 6:9-10 

 iii. When darkness reigns when mockery and unbelief 
seem to have more power than faith. (63-65)

 iv. Darkness reigns when Satan is actively disrupting 
God's ways. But even then, darkness' reign is over 
ruled by God's reign. 

 a) 1 Corinthians 2:7-8 

 b) Acts 2:23 

 v. Darkness can reign through disease and accidents. 

 vi. Even darkness is as light to our God. 

 III. Why the Fight of Faith Failed (22:54-65) 

 A. Failure often begins with subtle shifts in behavior. (39, 54)

 B. Not just Jesus, but our other associations. (55-59)

 i. Psalm 1:1

 ii. To be associated with Jesus is to be associated with 
His disciples in a public way. 

 iii. We saw in v37, Jesus was willing to be numbered with 
transgressors, but this transgressor was not willing to 
be numbered with Jesus. 

 C. Peter was with someone  who would never leave or 
forsake Peter. (60-62)  

 i. Weeping does not equal repentance, but the sorrow 
this represents is an essential 1st step in repentance. 

 ii. We must mourn our sin not love it. 
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